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NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 26 and was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on February 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Notice on Cuba
February 25, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to the
Government of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 1998, to the Federal Register
for publication.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 25, 1998.

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
February 25, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public
Law 102–356), I transmit herewith the report
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 25, 1998.

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 26.

Remarks to the Technology ’98
Conference in San Francisco

February 26, 1998

Thank you very much. I also want to thank
whoever turned the lights on. [Laughter]
When Sandy and I first came out, you were
all in the dark, and the lights were very
bright. And I thought there was something
rather anomalous about my coming to a high-
tech conference and you being in the dark.
[Laughter]

Actually, I had to fight with the Vice Presi-
dent to see who would get to come here
today. Here’s a guy who lives and breathes
to talk about teraflops and gigabytes. But I
pulled rank. [Laughter] And so here we are.

Thank you, Sandy, for your leadership and
your kind remarks, and thank you for your
friendship and your wise counsel. I’m very
grateful.

I am delighted to be here. In many ways,
I think my trip here today would be sort of
like a President going to Pennsylvania in the
1890’s to see the people who first struck oil,
or transformed iron ore into steel, the people
who built our great industrial-revolution
America, for you have mined the myriad pos-
sibilities of the silicon chip, and likewise,
have transformed America.

For those of us, like Congresswoman
Pelosi and others who serve in the National
Government, it’s a very interesting challenge
trying to assess where we are, where we’re
going, make the right decisions, and do it
in a way that enables us to make the most
of all this change while being true to our most
fundamental values.

These are good times for America. Sandy
talked about it. We are almost now up to
15 million new jobs in the last year and one
month. We have the lowest unemployment
in 24 years; the lowest crime rate in 24 years;
the lowest welfare rolls in 26 years; the lowest
inflation in 30 years; we’re about to have our
first balanced budget in 30 years; the highest
homeownership in the history of America.
These are good times.

The economic strategy that we have em-
braced to balance the budget but to invest
more in our people and their future and to
trade more around the world is working. But
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I think everyone who has studied this econ-
omy believes that at the dawn of a new cen-
tury the strength of our economy, the health
and prosperity of our people, indeed, the
very security of our Nation will depend more
than ever on the scientific and technological
revolution that so many of you have helped
to set in motion.

Today, over 4 million Americans work in
technology-related industries, earning 70
percent above average incomes. There are
70 new companies a week that start here in
northern California alone in high-tech areas.
There are new industries—biotechnology,
super computers. But some of the most pro-
found revolutions have occurred in old indus-
tries. Indeed, a great deal of information
technology research and development is tak-
ing place in real estate, in services, in whole-
sale and retail trade, in construction, in trans-
portation. The Ford Taurus that you drive
today has more computer power than the
Apollo 11 did that Neil Armstrong took to
the Moon. It’s an interesting time.

I came today to talk about what we can
do to build on this progress by, in particular,
promoting and expanding the fastest growing
social and economic community in history,
the Internet. Ten years ago, it was still the
province of scientists, an obscure project de-
veloped by the Defense Department. Five
years ago, the World Wide Web barely ex-
isted; I think there were about 50 sites.
Today, there are 1.5 million new web pages
created every day, 65,000 every hour. This
phenomenon has absolutely staggering possi-
bilities to democratize, to empower people
all over the world. It could make it possible
for every child with access to a computer to
stretch a hand across a keyboard, to reach
every book ever written, every painting ever
painted, every symphony ever composed.

The next big step in our economic trans-
formation, it seems to me, is the full develop-
ment of this remarkable device and the elec-
tronic commerce it makes possible. One of
the things I have focused on very much lately
is with the unemployment rate at 4.7 percent
and the inflation rate very low and stable,
the question arises from all conventional eco-
nomic analysis, can we continue to grow
robustly without new inflation? The answer
is, if we’re productive enough and we have

enough technological advances, we probably
can.

The second thing is, can we grow and fi-
nally extend the benefits of this explosion of
enterprise to the isolated communities and
people who have not yet felt this remarkable
economic upsurge, the inner-city neighbor-
hoods, the remote rural areas. I am con-
vinced that the answer to both those ques-
tions can be yes, if, but only if, we maximize
wisely the potential of our technological rev-
olution.

A new study, soon to be released by our
working group on electronic commerce, doc-
uments the remarkable growth of the Inter-
net. Within a single year Amazon.com, an on-
line bookstore, increased its sales nearly 10
times selling 6.5 million books in 1997. In
a year’s time, Internet airline ticket sales
nearly tripled and is expected to grow sixfold,
to $5 billion a year, by the year 2000. By
2002, electronic commerce between busi-
nesses in the United States alone will exceed
$300 billion. And of course, as with every-
thing on the Internet, that is just the begin-
ning.

This explosion of real commerce has the
potential to increase our prosperity, to create
more jobs, to improve the lives of our people,
and to reach into areas that have not yet felt
prosperity. But it raises new and serious
issues as well: How can we further its growth
and foster its magnificent freedom without
allowing it to be used as a tax haven that
drains funds our States and cities need to
educate our children and make our streets
safe?

Thirty thousand separate taxing authorities
in the United States—I’ll say that again—
there are 30,000 separate taxing authorities
in the United States—all struggling to come
to grips with this phenomenon, with only
their existing old tax methods to apply to a
very new world. There should be no special
breaks for the Internet, but we can’t allow
unfair taxation to weight it down and stunt
the development of the most promising new
economic opportunity in decades.

I think America should adopt a morato-
rium on discriminatory taxation so that a bi-
partisan commission of elected officials, busi-
ness leaders, consumers, and representatives
of the Treasury Department can carefully
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study the matter and come to a resolution.
Therefore, I support the ‘‘Internet Tax Free-
dom Act’’ now before Congress, because it
takes into account the rights of consumers,
the needs of businesses, and the overall ef-
fect of taxation on the development of Inter-
net commerce.The legislation does not pre-
vent State and local governments from apply
existing taxes to electronic commerce, as long
as there is no discrimination between an
Internet transaction and a traditional one. It
does give us time to work through what is
a very, very complex issue.

I’m committed to listening to the concerns
of the Governors, the mayors, other officials
and businesses, and to achieve a consensus
that will establish rules that are pro-growth,
nondiscriminatory, but will provide appro-
priate revenues our communities need to
meet vital public purposes. I think this legis-
lation will have the support of both parties.
And I look forward to working with many
of you to pass it and, along the way, to reach
a greater consensus in our Nation about how
to go forward from here.

To ensure that electronic commerce can
flourish across international borders, I’ve also
asked the Secretary of the Treasury to work
with our international trading partners to
block new or discriminatory taxes on global
electronic commerce. Already, we’ve fought
off a bit tax, a tax on every unit of data con-
sumers download from the Internet. And
we’re working with the Organization of Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development to pre-
vent such discrimination and streamline tax
administration in cyberspace.

There are other ways our Nation must
work to harness the potential of the Internet.
We want to work with you to meet our goal
of connecting every classroom and library in
America to the Internet by the year 2000.
Just this morning in Washington, Vice Presi-
dent Gore announced that we have now con-
nected nearly 80 percent of our schools to
the Internet; more than twice as many as
were connected in 1994 when we had the
first NetDay here in California under the
leadership of many of you in this room. He
also announced new private and nonprofit ef-
forts to connect underserved communities to
21st century technology, bringing us closer
to ensuring that a child from the poorest

inner city, the most isolated rural area, or
the most affluent suburbs all will have the
same access to the same universe of knowl-
edge in the same real time.

We want to work with you to make certain
that cyberspace is a healthy place for our chil-
dren in a way that does not overregulate the
Internet or stifle the growth of electronic
commerce. We will work with you to make
sure that consumer protections and laws that
promote competition remain strong in the
new economy at the dawn of the new cen-
tury, just as we built competition into the
old economy at the turn of the last century.

We will work with you to make sure that
the Internet never becomes a vehicle for tax
evasion or money laundering. We will work
with you to build a new Internet that oper-
ates up to a thousand times faster than it
does today. My balanced budget includes
$110 million to develop the next generation
Internet in partnership with leading U.S.
high-tech companies and universities. Today,
I’m pleased to announce new National
Science Foundation grants that will connect
29 more universities to help create the next
generation Internet, bringing the total now
to 92. And we will work with you in every
way we can to lift our eyes to the remarkable
potential of the Internet for learning, for the
arts, as a means to spread our shared values.

The First Lady and I launched the White
House Millennium Program to help our Na-
tion honor our past and imagine our future
as we come to this new millennium. In the
State of the Union Address I announced a
public-private partnership to preserve our
historic treasures for future generations and
to help make them more accessible to more
Americans, including the Declaration of
Independence, the Bill of Rights, the Con-
stitution, the Star-Spangled Banner. Putting
our treasures on line will help us to do just
that. Our balanced budget will make 3 mil-
lion objects from the Smithsonian Institution,
the National Archives, and other collections
available on the Internet by the year 2000.
And together with the private sector, we’ll
help museums and libraries and communities
all around our country to do the same thing.

Two weeks ago, thanks to Sun Micro-
systems, we launched the first every
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cybercast from the White House, when histo-
rian Bernard Bailyn from Harvard gave the
first in a series of our Millennium Lectures.
We started this special program to bring
some of our greatest thinkers, writers, histo-
rians, and scientists to the White House to
talk about our Nation’s history and our future
at this pivotal time. Next week, the world
renowned physicist Stephen Hawking will be
with us to talk about human knowledge in
the 21st century and the innovations it will
create. I hope you will join us on-line at
www.whitehouse.gov. [Laughter] We’ll be
there. And this time, we will have the capac-
ity not to shut down like we did last time.
[Laughter]

This is a truly exciting time to be an Amer-
ican. The qualities of the digital revolution,
its dynamism, its curiosity, its flexibility, and
its drive, they’re at the core of our character
and the legacy of our original revolution. By
once again adding the fuel of interest to the
fire of genius, as Abraham Lincoln once said,
our country is leading the world to new
heights of economic and human develop-
ment.

I ask you to think about these things to-
gether. The economic development is largely
the means by which we seek to expand the
quality of human life, not only for the people
who directly participate in it but for those
who benefit indirectly.

As I think more and more about a new
century and a new millennium, I also think
more and more about how we began. All of
you are here today committed to an incred-
ible entrepreneurial way of life and work as
the descendants of a group of people who
came here believing that free people would
nearly always get it right. They came fleeing
societies where people like you, with good
ideas in the 18th century, were subject to
absolute, arbitrary, abusive government
power. And they forged a Declaration of
Independence, a Constitution, and a Bill of
Rights based on the simple idea that freedom
worked better and that people ought to be
free to pursue happiness within the context
of a more perfect Union.

If you look at the whole history of this
country, that’s what it has been about. You
think about every single period of change and
crisis, whether it was the Civil War or the

industrial revolution, the civil rights era, or
the present information age, and the ad-
vances have come when we have deepened
the meaning of freedom and expanded it to
more people, widened the circle of oppor-
tunity and prosperity, and found a way across
all of our myriad diversities to be a stronger,
more united nation.

That is really what you are a part of, to
a degree that would have been unimaginable
to the people who founded this Nation. But
I believe it would make them very, very
proud.

Thank you for what you do and for what,
together, we will do to make our country
stronger in this new era. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Ritz Carlton Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Sandy Robertson, chairman, Rob-
ertson Stevens. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on Disaster Assistance in Oakland,
California
February 26, 1998

The President. First let me thank all of
you for being here and for meeting with me
today. I’m very interested in this project. One
of the things that I promised myself when
I ran for President was that if I got elected
I would give this country a first-rate disaster
response operation through FEMA. When I
was the Governor of my home State, Mayor
Harris’ other home State—[laughter]—and
Mr. Witt was my State emergency services
director, we had the highest frequency of tor-
nados in the country. And we had some very
serious flooding and a lot of other natural
disaster problems. And it seemed to me that
the United States Government owed it to the
American people basically in a completely
nonpolitical way to have the highest level of
confidence, as well as common sense and hu-
manity, in response to emergencies. And we
have worked very hard to give that to the
American people, and unfortunately, we’ve
had more opportunities to practice in Cali-
fornia than any other place in the country
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